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Central says weed still
not legal on campus
BY KAITLYN ALDERSON

Contributing Writer

Because Central is a federally funded
school, administrators say it would lose
all of its funding and ﬁnancial aid if it
did not follow federal law regarding marijuana.
And unlike Washington state, where
voters legalized the recreational use of
marijuana, federal law still classiﬁes it as
a Schedule 1 drug along with heroin and
LSD.
Richard DeShields, associate dean of
student living and the chief conduct ofﬁcer in the ofﬁce of the Dean of Student
Success, explained that his ofﬁce will take
the same disciplinary actions they always
have when students are caught using
marijuana illegally, despite the legalization state-wide.
On campus, that means nobody –
even students over 21 years old – can use
marijuana. With the passage of I-502,
off-campus offenses will include if the
user is under 21, is driving under the
inﬂuence or is caught using marijuana
outside.
When a Central student is caught
with marijuana or marijuana parapher-
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nalia by a police ofﬁcer, that police ofﬁcer contacts Central’s police department,
DeShields said.
Ten days after the student is cited by
the police, the school both emails and
sends a letter to the student to ensure
they receive it. The letter informs the student when and where they need to meet
with a conduct ofﬁcer. If a student refuses
to come to the meeting, they will be expelled, DeShields said.
“If it is more likely than not it occurred, we will proceed,” DeShields said.
DeShields said that all cases are different, but that in most cases there is no
effect on ﬁnancial aid.
“On the ﬁrst violation the parents are
not normally notiﬁed but on the second
they are,” DeShields said. “If a student is
caught selling any drugs, the parents are
notiﬁed immediately.”
A senior who was cited for possession
of paraphernalia by the police when she
was a sophomore said she had to meet
with a conduct ofﬁcer a week later. In
the meeting, she said she and the conduct
ofﬁcer discussed the penalties.
“The school is judge, jury and executioner,” the student, who wished to remain anonymous, said. At the meeting,

she said, she was not given the chance to
explain her side of the story or to prove
her innocence.
“What the school made me do was far
more intense than what I had to do with
the courts,” the student said.
Her punishment with the court system, she said, was 24 hours of community service and six months of probation.
Through the school, she said she had
to take Marijuana 101 and had a yearand-a-half of probation. Within that 18
months, if she were to have been caught
again, she would have been expelled. She
was able to keep her ﬁnancial aid.
The Wildcat Wellness Center has a
two-hour Marijuana 101 class that students are required to take when they get
in trouble with campus police regarding
marijuana. Marijuana 101 includes ﬁnding out from the student how often they
use marijuana and when.
The results are then given to Doug
Fulp, a health educator at the center, who
said he discusses with the student how
their choices will impact them. In the follow-up meeting, Fulp said he informs the
students about the health risks that come
along with using marijuana.
“Our goal here at the WWC is to help
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inform students on the decisions they are
making,” Fulp said.
Fulp said the Wildcat Wellness Center
has been tracking national studies which
show that when people’s perception of
risk goes down, the rate of usage goes up,
shortly afterwards. One recent national
study showed that there was a ﬁve percent decrease in the perception of risk
regarding the use of marijuana.
“We are anticipating an increase in
marijuana users,” Fulp said.
He said the center is sending out its
own survey this month, and the results
will be released this summer. The survey
will cover marijuana, alcohol, nicotine
usage and more, he said.
All ﬁrst-year students are required to
go through drug and alcohol training.
Students also have the ability to report
others through the MyCWU portal, by
using the link “Report Behaviors of
Concern.” These reports go to the ofﬁce
of the Dean of Student Success.
“The education of the students is the
most important so we can help them get
jobs after they graduate,” DeShields
said. “The university does not make social judgments on students and treats alcohol and drug mishaps that same way.”
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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which

student editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold:
to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students
who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate,
dependable information to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the
free debate of issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large, and to be the
best source for information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, the
Observer is the practical application of the theories and principles of journalism. It teaches
students to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of the
community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, values, and skills
needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963-1073 or e-mail
us at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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Election results in for the win
BY RILEY ELLIOTT

Staff Reporter

With more than 1,000 student votes,
the ﬁnal election results for the new student Board of Directors (ASCWU-BOD)
were up by 5 p.m. on Monday.
Presidential candidates Yosef Gamble
and Kathryn O’Neal ran against each
other in both the primary, and the general elections. In the ﬁnal results, Yosef
Gamble, 23, computer science major, led
the race by 55 percent out of 584 voters
and gained the title of Central’s president
elect.
“I’m extremely humbled that students
voted for me exclusively based on my
ideas,” Gamble said. “It is very important for me to carry out my word and
stick to my end of the deal, because I am
now obligated to make Central the best

it can be.”
Gamble, along with other winning
candidates, was happy to see the approval
of the math and writing tutoring fee.
“Now we just need to ﬁnd a long term
plan to keep them open,” Gamble said. “I
think under my administration I will ﬁnd
ways to fund academic programs, such as
the ROTC program, computer labs, and
tutoring services.”
Nick Shuey, economics and ﬁnance
major and future executive vice president
of Central, gained the superior vote by
53.3 percent out of 563 voters.
“Ever since I read the job description I
knew it was what I wanted to do,” Shuey
said. “I want students to know I’m looking
forward to this upcoming year and setting
effective budget benchmarks for their university.”
Students endorsed the two referen-
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Robert Lane

Spencer Biallas

Jennifer Treadway

VP for Student
Life & Facilities

VP for Equity and
Community Service
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dums: the updated ASCWU Constitution
and a new voluntary fee for math and
writing tutoring that will be sent forward
to the Central Washington University
Board of Trustees for review at the June
13 meeting.
Courtney Lear, English and literature
grad student, says the tutoring services
give one-on-one attention to students who
don’t feel comfortable going to their professors.
“Since I started working there, I’ve
loved watching students grow academically,” Lear said. “We constantly get students coming back and thanking our staff
for their support.”
Out of 928 votes, 91.3 percent approved the ASCWU Constitution.
“It is important to communicate the
changes we make to our documents to our
student body,” Gamble said. “Before the
update, the tech fee was 18-19 years old,
and our constitution needs to stay up-todate with technology and with time.”
Robert Lane, future vice president for
student life & facilities and accounting major, agreed with the ASCWU constitution
update and is now eager to work ﬁrsthand
on issues concerning the university.
“I think the two referendums getting
passed this year was really important and
was a big part of our voting turnout,”
Lane said.
The future board’s goal is to see 25 percent of Central voting next term.
Cassandra DuBore, returning vice
president of legislative affairs, says she
wanted to make voting as easy as possible
for students.
“I’m going to continue my work in
higher education policy and college affordability this upcoming year and share
all our progress we’ve made over the past
year with the new board,” DuBore said.
The new BOD all said they were looking forward to advocating for students’
concerns and creating programs to make
everyone’s college experience more memorable in the coming years.

Tiered course fees held back
About 65 percent of Central’s professors and 40 percent of the courses, use
online services, according to Schedler.
Recently, the university’s Budget and However, because most students take at
Finance Committee approved a measure least three courses, the chances of students
which would implement a tiered fee sys- being affected by this price increase is extem for courses with an online presence tremely high. One source said this could
beginning next fall. However, a decision affect up to 90 percent of the student body
last Wednesday from the President’s ofﬁce at Central.
has put the initiative on an indeﬁnite hold.
The proposal would levy a tiered fee
As it stands, students who are enrolled system on three levels. Fully online coursin online or hybrid
es would see no
courses pay a $40
change from the
fee, in addition to
$40 fee already in
tuition, to cover
place, but hybrid
various costs assoclasses would drop
ciated with online
to $20, and any
instruction. Many
class with a web
more courses and
presence
would
instructors utilize
garner a fee of $5.
tools such as BlackThis means that
-Christopher Schedler
board or Canvas to
even if a professor
Associate Professor
direct their classes,
only uses Canvas or
or to simply post
Blackboard to post
grades, and engrades, the students
rolled students are not currently charged would be charged $5 per course.
for their use. That may change if a proSchedler says he sees this as an opporposed reform is approved by the Board of tunity to create a better system.
Trustees.
“It’s deﬁnitely a more equitable and
Christopher Schedler, associate profes- fair system,” Schedler said. “It will also alsor and a part of the Academic Technol- low us to provide more kinds of technology Advisory Council, believes that the ogy devoted to face-to-face teaching.”
change will beneﬁt the campus.
Last month, the Board of Trustees
“Currently, students in online courses voted to not increase tuition next year. Acsubsidize use of online services for all stu- cording to a ASCWU-BOD press release
dents,” Schedler said.
on the Central website, certain areas of
BY A ARON KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

“

Currently, students
in online courses subsidize use of online services
for all students.

funding may be cut to make up for the
lack of funds.
According to the press release, the
ASCWU-BOD said it recognizes the difﬁcult situation the Board of Trustees and
the administration are facing with regards
to the university’s ﬁnancial situation. They
believe that it is unfortunate that the university is being forced to choose between
cutting services or raising student costs.
While the approval of the ASCWUBOD is not required to pass most fees,
it greatly increases the chances that the
Board of Trustees will approve a fee increase.
The ASCWU-BOD was not initially
contacted by the Academic Technology
Advisory Council. Instead, the proposed
fee increase was brought to their attention near the end of the process via a third
party.
The options for the ASCWU-BOD
were to either endorse the proposal in
exchange for a reduction from $10 per
course to $5, or to wait for the Board of
Trustees to make a decision in July.
“We support this fee, but we would
like to see the programs that this supports
be paid out of our tuition dollars,” Jacob
Wittman, ASCWU-BOD executive vice
president, said.
Wittman said the ASCWU-BOD is
concerned with keeping costs on students
COURSE FEES
CONTINUED ON P.5

BOD seeks
change in
policy over
student fees
BY CHACE DAV Y

Contributing Writer

Central’s student Board of Directors (BOD) has proposed a change in
Central policy regarding fees to bring
university policy in line with state law.
The proposed constitution change
speciﬁes that a majority vote of the
student government, or a referendum
passed by the student body, is necessary
before any increases to voluntary student fees.
The proposed change to the policy
outlines an addition to the “Criteria for
Fee Charges,” adding a line that references Revised Code of Washington
(RCW) 28B.15.610, which authorizes
students “to create or increase voluntary student fees for each academic
year when passed by a majority vote of
the student government.”
The athletics fee, Central Transit
Fee, student lobby fee, and the Wellness
Center Fee are all considered voluntary
student fees.
The athletics fee was instituted in
1997 to help stabilize the funding situation of Central’s athletics department.
When ﬁrst instituted, this fee was
$35 per student, per quarter. It was
raised to $42 in 2004 by vote of the
students and remained at that level up
until the 2013-2014 year.
On May 7, 2013, according to the
minutes from the BOD meeting, Dean
of Student Success Sarah Swager announced that for the 2013-2014 academic year, the athletics fee would be
raised to $51, and again to $56 for the
2014-2015 academic year. The Wellness Center fee would also be raised
from $68 to $78.
No proposition was given to the
Board of Directors, nor were the higher fees ever put to referendum by the
student body.
The proposed change to Central
policy was called for in response to the
increase of these fees, and was proposed after Jacob Wittman, executive
vice president of the BOD, asked for
the informal advice of attorney John
Ferguson.
Ferguson, in his response to Wittman, said he believed voluntary fees
“may be used only for the purposes
identiﬁed by the students when the fee
or fees were created,” and that “there is
no authority for the Board of Trustees
or anyone within the administration of
CWU to exercise any dominion or control over those fees.”
BOD President Bryan Elliott also
consulted Assistant Attorney General
Alan Smith, who advises Central and
President James Gaudino, on the proposed changes.
Smith stated in an email to Elliott
that “the Board of Trustees cannot
create or increase a voluntary student
fee under RCW 28B.15.610 unless the
proposed fee (or fee increase) has previously been approved by a majority vote
of the BOD or by a referendum presented to the student body.”
Smith declined to comment further
when contacted via telephone.
The changes in the policy will be
proposed to the University Policy Advisory Committee, where they must be
approved before they are instituted.

“
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Ellensburg schools pass gender policy
BY KRISTI YOUNG

Staff Reporter

In March, the Ellensburg School Board
passed district wide Policy No. 3211,
which is intended to provide an inclusive
approach to transgender students in Ellensburg school environments.
The policy outlines providing transgender students with an equal opportunity
to learn and to achieve. The intention to
equalize and provide safety could beneﬁt
the school system.
One source who did not wish to be
named, a current student in the Ellensburg school system, agrees with the need
for such a policy.
“I think it’s very needed, because there
is way too much discrimination to people
of any diversity,” the student said.
The student said they have been discriminated against for being different, and
was treated differently by other students in
the school.
“I feel like homophobic people don’t
understand, and they don’t treat you like
everyone else,” the student said.
To help the schools smoothly integrate
the new policy into the school system, a
few Central faculty and students are creating a training opportunity for the staff in
Ellensburg schools.
Cynthia Coe, director of the women
studies program, and professor of history
and religious studies, is the director of the
new training program.

The program will inform teachers and
staff on transgender terms, what it means
to be in transition, and how to help.
As of right now, two Central students,
Jeff Cote and Kasey Eickmeyer, are going
to help
train
t h e
school
staff.
T h e
training
program will
be implemented
in the district in
September.
“ Tr a n s g e n der students are
among the most
vulnerable
and
marginalized in our
population,”
Coe
said. “One would hope
that teachers and staff are
there to help.”
The anonymous student
said they were frustrated
with the punishment system
in the school systems and had
little faith in the new policy truly
impacting daily school life.
“I really don’t think it’s going to
change,” the student said. “They don’t do
anything.”
Claire Charlton, a 16-year-old Ellensburg High School junior, wrote a paper

on gender neutral bathrooms after she
was inspired by the California bill passed
in August, 2013.
The bill requires California public
schools to allow students to choose the
bathroom
or locker
room of
their gender identiﬁcation.
“K-12
could choose whatever bathroom they
could go into,” Charlton said. “I feel it’s
really
important
that people should
be comfortable with
that.”
Charlton was unaware of the Board’s
decision and had mixed
feelings about implementing a similar system into Ellensburg schools, because of possible
abuse from pedophiles and child
molesters.
“I know if I had kids, that
would make me uncomfortable,” Charlton said.
According to Coe, this kind of argument follows a long history of comparing gender minority individuals to pedophiles and child molesters.
“I think it’s important for everybody in

the school to be safe and feel safe,” Coe
said. “From what I’ve read, there’ve been
very few problems of that kind.”
Charlton believes the policy might raise
some concern among other individuals.
“I think a lot of people would have
strong opinions about it. I think that
they’d be mostly against it, because they
might not think that there’s a need for it,”
Charlton said. “They’d really have to hear
from an individual that might beneﬁt from
it, but I think it’s a great option.”
Another source who wished to remain
anonymous had a contrasting opinion on
how the Ellensburg school community
would react to the new policy.
“The students of the high school probably won’t have any problems with it,” the
source said. “But the parents will probably
overreact.”
Some students and staff may not be
aware of these problems of discrimination
in their school, but neglecting the problems transgender students face could be
dangerous. According to Coe, many transgender students don’t know who to turn
to, and some may be hiding what they’re
going through.
“It’s important to attune people to vulnerabilities that may be invisible or hidden,” Coe said.
Margo Selski, a parent and local artist,
applauds the school system for the changes it has implemented.
“I feel very good about these changes
taking place,” Selski said.

think
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Tiered course fees held back
posed fee systems, as illustrated by President Gaudino’s unwillingness to further
the process. According to Schedler, the
lower but also acknowledged that the cur- proposed fee restructuring is currently
rent ﬁnancial situation may warrant the “dead for now.”
Tim Englund, chair of the mathematfee.
ics
department, did not support the in“In the future, if tuition increases, I
would like to see less course fees like the creased fee proposal.
“As a department chair, I am against
multi-modal,” Wittman said.
the Canvas fee,” Englund said. “If I were
The
money
a student I would
raised was desigabsolutely
shop
nated to go towards
for the classes that
funding Blackboard
didn’t use Canvas.”
and Canvas, as well
Englund
beas other resources
and licenses such
lieves if a fee like
as plagiarism dethe tiered multitection programs,
modal course fees
online tutoring, liwere implemented,
brary services and
it would create a
faculty use.
-Natalie Parks
situation
where
The
funding
students would be
Junior vocal performance major
could also potenpaying more for the
tially fund future
same education.
programs such as
Natalie Parks,
creating recorded lectures for students to junior and vocal performance major, beplay back at will, or eventually providing lieves the proposed fees may have been too
a student-accessible recording studio, ac- much.
cording to Schedler.
“I know it’s a small fee,” Parks said.
Bryan Elliott, BOD president, said he
“But it’s more money that I have to pay
also believes the funding should come
from core funds, but acknowledges that when it’s already a struggle to go to colthe college is currently in a difﬁcult place lege.”
While the multi-modal course fee may
ﬁnancially.
be
stalled for now, students can likely ex“We were able to come to a compromise that I think is fair to everyone,” El- pect to see further ﬁnancial proposals in
the future as the administration attempts
liott said.
Not everyone is on board with the pro- to deal with the university’s ﬁscal issues.
COURSE FEES
CONTINUED FROM P.2

“

I know it’s a small
fee, but it’s more money
that I have to pay, when
it’s already a struggle to
go to college.

New student-owned business
cleans up with a conscience
BY KELSIE MILLER

Staff Reporter

GREEN+BLUE Cleaning Services,
an environmentally friendly cleaning
service owned and operated by three
Central students, celebrated its grand
opening last week.
Perris Davis, a senior political science
major, is the owner of GREEN+BLUE
Cleaning Services. The company aims
to provide cleaning services that are sustainable, organic, non-toxic and locally
made to the greater Ellensburg area.
The company doesn’t have a physical location in order to be as sustainable as possible. Customers can go
online to their website and order cleaning service or supplies, Davis said. Paperless accounting, payroll, scheduling,
sales and advertising are also part of
GREEN+BLUE’s sustainable business
plan.
Claire Borneman, a recent Central
graduate with a law and justice degree, serves as the chief operations ofﬁcer. Borneman is in charge of training
GREEN+BLUE’s employees. She has
years of cleaning experience, including
janitorial and private-home cleaning.
“I know what people are expecting
to be cleaned and what they’re going to
want out of a service like ours,” Borneman said.

The sustainable cleaning services
that GREEN+BLUE provide vary from
individual rooms to entire-home deep
cleaning. The company does not absolutely guarantee a return of deposit,
but they do say that students can expect
their homes to be as clean as possible.
“We’ll go in there, and we will deep
clean every bedroom, bathroom, living
room and kitchen that you have,” Borneman said.
Joshua Arquette, sophomore business and political science double major and director of marketing, says
the company has had trouble getting
enough capital to advertise as heavily as
it wants.
The company is looking to utilize
more creative advertising strategies to
get the word out, Davis said.
Students and community members
alike can expect to see GREEN+BLUE
at the Farmer’s Market. While the focus
of GREEN+BLUE is to provide affordable and sustainable cleaning services to
students, the company is also invested
in the health of the Ellensburg community, Davis said.
“It’s not just about selling products to
us or about cleaning people’s homes,”
Davis said. “It’s really about providing
a healthy environment, not just for the
students that we want to serve, but for
the wider Ellensburg community.”

“
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Editor-in-Chief//Matthew Thompson

It shouldn’t be news, but here’s why it is
BY Adam Wilson

Scene Editor

This last weekend
marked a historical
moment in American Football: Michael
Sam, a Defensive End
for the University of
Missouri, became the
first openly gay man
to be a part of an NFL
team.
The video of him
receiving the call is one of the most emotional moments I’ve seen televised this
year. Sam broke down crying as he received the good news, and the moment
he hung up his family and friends cheered
and celebrated. His boyfriend kissed and
hugged him, all on live television.
Of course, because this is probably the
first time ESPN has ever shown a romantic moment between two men on their
channel, many people got up in arms on
Twitter about it.
I’ll get to that in a second, but I wanted
to address the following statements, which
are not nearly as homophobic or hateful as
active opposition of homosexuality.
“Who cares?” some people say, or
“This shouldn’t be news,” or “Why does it
have to be about him being gay?”
And they’re right: No one SHOULD
care. A gay man in the NFL SHOULDN’T
be news. It SHOULDN’T be about him
being gay.
But these statements miss the big picture. Yes, the United States has made incredible advances in terms of accepting of
homosexuality. State after state is opening

up marriage to same-sex couples, and just
a few years ago “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
was repealed. But we aren’t where we
should be yet.
We still live in a society where people,
regardless of age, gender and status, fear
what will happen to them if someone
finds out they are gay. Even if the reaction would be overwhelmingly positive,
the coming out process is difficult for all
who have to go through it.
Even at Central there are those in the
closet who refuse to come out, because
they think (or know) that their friends or
family will not accept them for who they
are. Just a few months ago I met someone
who was kicked out of his home for coming out to his parents.
Acceptance certainly doesn’t happen
because only 18 states have allowed samesex marriage since 2003.
Acceptance happens with people like
Michael Sam, Jason Collins or Tom Daley; People who have the courage to become public figures in areas not known for
being gay-friendly.
We need people like Michael Sam. His
presence alone will pave the way to making homophobic players and coaches realize they are wrong. We need people like
him to show closeted athletes everywhere
that there is nothing to fear.
We need people like him to make the
idea of gay athletes normal. A non-issue.
It’s unfortunate that Sam has to endure
the barrage of Internet comments and
tweets – from nobodies and NFL players
alike.
I give massive props to the Dolphins
in this regard. When Don Jones tweeted
“Horrible” and “OMG” in response to

NBCnews.com

Sam’s kiss, his team immediately fined
him and suspended him until he completed sensitivity training (bear in mind the
latter part of this is not confirmed by the
team, and only speculation).
It’s a shame a similar punishment
hasn’t been laid down on Derrick Ward,
who tweeted several times about how awful it was for children to see two men shar-

ing a loving moment. Because, you know,
it’s so immoral and wrong, even despite
the fact that these very children might be
gay and can look up to seeing this be acceptable behavior.
Once it is no longer new, it will no longer be news. But until then, it is a very
important moment in social progress that
deserves all of the attention it will get.

Injustice: imprisoned for profit

BY Patience Collier

News Editor

There are currently
about 2.3 million people imprisoned in the
United States. Why?
Because their continued presence behind
bars makes a lot of
companies a lot of
money.
Just focus on one
person you know who
might slip up and wind up arrested. Even
if you assume that everyone who goes to
jail is guilty, the nature of federal and state
laws all but ensure that everyone is guilty
of something – or at the very least, has
friends and family who are.
In case you don’t believe that, let me
remind you all that in 48 states across the
country, smoking weed is still illegal.
Even if you’ve never smoked, I guarantee you have a friend who has… and that
means you know someone who has bro-

ken federal law, and could, in most of the
country, go to prison for the offense.
It doesn’t matter where they bought the
joint, doesn’t matter that if they did this at
home no one would blink, doesn’t matter
if they get straight A’s or dropped out of
school last year.
What matters in this situation, the reason the cuffs get slapped on the wrist, the
reason your friend is in the back of a cop
car on the way to processing, on the way
to a bail no one can pay, on the way to the
next two years of their life going down the
drain… is a man sitting in an office, three
states away, running profit margins against
shareholder returns.
That’s the only factor in this equation
that counts. Your friend, like most of us,
is probably broke. Most people can maybe
pay off a parking ticket, but the penalty
on one count of possession ranges from a
few hundred dollars and 30 days in jail to
$10,000 or two years in prison, depending
on where you are in the country.
Once they’re in prison, the wheels of
profit start turning. Basically, the govern-

Attention
The Observer is looking for weekly columnists
to contribute to our opinion section. If you are
passionate and knowledgable about your major, email
cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com for more information.

ment pays private companies – with tax
money – to run prisons. The companies,
being public corporations, cut costs wherever they can and pass the profits on to
their shareholders.
The Corrections Corporation of
America (CCA), the largest of these companies, made over $51 million the first
three months of this year.
CCA, by the way, has 61 facilities in 21
different states. Washington isn’t on the
list, but the really awesome thing – for the
one percent – is that no matter what prison
a person winds up in, there’s profit to be
made. Securus Technologies, for example,
is a corporation that provides phone service from inmates to their friends or family
on the outside.
In the year 2008, Securus had a “gross
margin,” or profit, of $12 million; their
revenue, or income, was over $388 mil-

Dear Readers,

lion. This is what their website has to say
about their mission:
“By connecting what matters to facility personnel, we help them generate more
revenue, increase productivity, and inspire
satisfied constituents while supporting a
safer corrections setting.”
That’s from their ‘about’ section. The
letters and reports to their investors are a
lot more bald-faced, with CCA speaking
frankly about how arrest laws govern their
profit margins and stock dividends.
Right now, there are thousands of men
and women who, regardless of the nature
of their crimes, grow less able, to come out
of this system whole, to make a new life
for himself, with each month, each year
that passes… all the while, making money
for the shareholders who helped put him
there.

The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less
from readers on current issues. Please include your full
name and university affiliation: year and major, degree
and year graduated, or staff position and department.
To be printed in the following week’s issue, please e-mail
your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m.
Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edit
for style and length. All letters become property of The
Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
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Crafted taps
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Students
talk film

Craft brewing on the rise in the Burg, America

BY emilY BontrAGer

Staff Reporter

Central students chime in on what
movies they are looking forward to in the
coming months.
The Hornet’s Nest
“I remember reading about the mission
that it’s based on and
I think it sounds really
interesting.”
Bob Tacheron, junior
history major

Transcendence
“Transcendence
looked really interesting because it’s something that could happen.”
Sean Devlin, junior
music major

NICK TERREL/oBSERVER

HOPPINESS Iron Horse produced about 9,000 barrels of beer in 2013, a 650% increase from 2008, and quadrupled their employee roster.

Vallejo is currently working his fourth
year at Iron Horse Brewery as marketing “mastermind.” He got the job when
At every bar in Ellensburg, the taps he told his neighbor, Greg Parker, that the
behind the counters are being taken over Iron Horse Brewery’s website “sucked.”
by Widmer, Red Hook and Rogue. Local
Parker just happens to be the co-foundwatering hole, Shooters 2.0, reserve their er and owner of Iron Horse Brewery.
taps for microbrews only, but they are not Vallejo and Parker had a beer to discuss
the ﬁrst and they will not be the last as the website and Vallejo has been working
Ellensburg and America’s thirst for craft there ever since.
beer grows.
The growth of Iron Horse brewery in
According to The Brewer’s Associa- its seven years of existence is remarkable.
tion, 2,403 microbreweries operated in In 2008 the brewery produced 1,200 barthe United States in the year 2012 - the rels of beer. Flash forward to 2013, and it
highest number of breweries since 1880.
produced 9,000 barrels. Vallejo said when
The deﬁnition of what exactly is a craft he ﬁrst started working at Iron Horse,
brew varies but it is largely accepted that there were seven employees on the payroll
they are independently owned and are and now there are a total of 29.
much smaller from their corporate coun“On a trend overall, we grow about 56
terparts.
percent a year,” Vallejo said. “That’s our
Washington alone has 221 microbrew- goal for 2014 and that’s what we did last
eries operating and ranks eighth in the year.”
country for number
When
asked
of breweries per
what he believed
capita. Ellensburg
On a trend overall, we was the cause of
has not missed the
continuing
grow about 56 percent a year their
bandwagon with
success in sales,
... That’s our goal for 2014 and Vallejo attributed it
Winterhop Brewfest selling out evto good timing and
that’s what we did last year.
ery year and more
luck as well as hard
-Jared Vallejo
bars
exchanging
work by employees.
Budweiser taps for
“Great sales and
Marketing
Mac and Jacks.
kickass beer, pick
And after seven
one,” Vallejo said,
years of operation, Ellensburg’s own mi- patting himself and his coworkers on the
crobrewery, Iron Horse, keeps expanding back for the work they have done.
to keep up with increasing demand for
With increasing success comes increastheir product.
ing demand. Iron Horse Brewery closed
On the second ﬂoor of Iron Horse the old production facility on Dolarway
Brewery’s 10,000 square foot production Road and opened the new and much largfacility on Vantage Highway, Jared Vallejo er space on Vantage highway.
has his makeshift ofﬁce set up. It’s a large
The new building offers more room
open room with a couch, discarded beer for the production crew to use and thus
labels, random Iron Horse merchandise ensures more safety for employees. This
and the bicycles of employees.
space was also modiﬁed to house a brewIn the corner of the room is Vallejo’s ery and makes for a cleaner process.
desk, probably the only thing that looks
“We’re utilizing 60 percent of the space
somewhat ofﬁcial in the room. Through now and we’ve managed to keep up with
an open door the sound of hydraulics and our demand. Before we were only ﬁlling
the clanking of beer bottles ﬂood the room maybe 50 percent of our orders on a good
from the production ﬂoor below.
day and now we are hitting nearly 100
“We’re working on a beer cozy,” Vallejo percent of orders consistently,” Vallejo
says as he walks into the room with a beer said. “And the orders just keep increasing.”
cozy emblazoned with the Iron Horse logo
It should come as no surprise that some
slung over his shoulder.
employees of Iron Horse are former stuBY mAttHeW tHomPson

Editor-In-Chief

“

“

dents of Central Washington University.
Not only is the campus close in physical
distance but also the university has begun
to offer a craft beer certiﬁcate to its students.
“The purpose of the certiﬁcate program is to give students the understanding
of the process and the industry to get an
entry level job in the craft beer industry,”
program advisor Frank Pangrazi said.
The program focuses on the brewing side of the craft beer industry, which
Pangrazi attributes to both the students’
interests and job demand. In the 201011 academic year, six students received
their certiﬁcates. Currently there are 17
students working their way through the
program.
The Brewers Association reports that
craft brewers account for an estimated
108,440 jobs including serving staff in
brewpubs.
So far 25 students have successfully
completed the program and with more
students enrolling, Pangrazi and other faculty involved believe it is time to expand
the program.
In the future, Pangrazi sees the certiﬁcate becoming a interdisciplinary specialized degree where students will study
physics, microbiology, marketing and other relevant academics to become a more
well-rounded employee.
In their training, students work in
teams of three to four to create their own
beers using a propane powered propane
system. Working together, they must craft
American pale ales from a simple set of
guidelines.
“Some students want to use herbs and
spices but we don’t allow it because it’s not
realistic in real world, large scale brewing,” Pangrazi explained.
Pangrazi said that it is unlikely for
anyone to see Wildcat Ale any time soon
because the university does not have the
proper license to distribute the student’s
work. After peer evaluations and a grade
from the instructors, the ale is poured out
and the brewing system cleaned for next
year’s students.
With an ever-increasing demand from
consumers for delicious craft beer, Central
and Iron Horse are working away to keep
people’s bellies full of tasty brew.

The Fault in our
Stars
“It’s based off my
favorite book.”
Nichole Slack, senior
biology and primate
behavior major

The Maze Runner
“I really liked the
book and it has one
of my favorite actors
in it.”
Haleigh Downing, senior history and language arts major.

Million Dollar Arm
“I really like sports
movies.”

Claire Mortimore, junior clinical physiology major

Godzilla
“It’s going to be a
badass remake.”

Taylor Payne, junior
law and justice major

Transformers: Age
of Extinction
“...Because
it’s
Transformers...and it
has robots and guns.”
Tagan Rapp, freshman law and justice
major
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Burg hosts music festival for charity
BY meGAn scHmitt

Burgstock 2

Staff Reporter

When: Saturday, May 17 @ 4
p.m. (doors open at 3:30 p.m.)
Where: Elmira (old Raw Space)
Cost: Free, with can food donation to F.I.S.H

KCWU 88.1 the Burg is bringing back
Burgstock with a whole new ﬂair. This
year’s event will feature a battle of the
bands and its ﬁrst ever a cappella competition.
The event will take place on May 17,
and starts at 4 p.m. at Elmira (the old Raw
Space). It will begin with the a cappella
competition, followed by the battle of the
bands. Sawyer Schilperoort, promotions
coordinator at the Burg, said this event is ﬁrst time, all proceeds will go to F.I.S.H
Community Food Bank.
solely put on by the station.
“We want to give back to the commu“It’s like our baby,” Schilperoort said.
Burgstock 2 will feature more bands, nity as much as we can,” Schilperoort said.
The seven bands competing, out of 22
food, prizes and fun. They had great sucwho applied, were
cess last year and
selected by a seventhey hope to keep
expanding in years
“We want to get bigger person panel and
all ﬁrst-year
to come.
bands to the Burg and find are
competitors. The
This is a free
event, and is open
bigger and better ways to panel picked a diline-up. The
to the public. All
give back to the community.” verse
bands range anyattendees will be
-Tim Mitchell
where from alterentered in a rafﬂe
native to metal and
upon arrival to win
Music Director
are from Central
Sasquatch tickets.
and the Ellensburg
Not only will attendees get to enjoy free music by talented area.
The winner of the battle of the bands
artists, they can also win gifts and certiﬁcates from local businesses around Ellens- will receive four hours of free studio time
via Velvetone Records in Ellensburg.
burg.
“Velvetone Records is best known
These businesses include D&M Coffee,
Cornerstone Pie, The Gym, Pizza Colin, for the very ﬁrst recording of the band
Woods Ace Hardware and more. For the Screaming Trees” Tim Mitchell, music di-

“

rector for 88.1 the Burg, said.
The Screaming Trees, rose to fame
back in the 90s and were known as the
“Godfathers of Grunge.”
Only two of the seven bands are comprised of Central students. Prey the Hunter consists of ﬁve members. Nick Kuthy,
the bass player, said a few of the members
have been playing together since 2010, but
the current members
have been together
since February of
this year.
Prey the Hunter a
metal group , which
performs original songs
consists of two guitarists, a drummer, vocalist, and a bass player.
Music has been a
huge part of the
band member’s lives,
and they have all been
consistently playing since high
school. The band has already
seen success this year, having
played El Corazon in Seattle
two weekends ago.
“I think if we were to win
this competition it would
mean a lot to our self-esteem and help our
process of starting a metal project here in
Ellensburg,” Kuthy said.
Three groups will be competing in the
a cappella competition: Pretty Pitches,
20/20 and Boots n’ Cats. 88.1 the Burg

“

The most beautiful combo.

Monday through Friday
buy a pint after 7:00pm till close
get a free jumbo slice

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

Buy A pitcher of beer
Get a 10” personal pizza

for free ( )
for real

BROOKLYN’S PIZZERIA

(509) 925-9855
716 E University Way

Apply via the CWU Job Boards or email gaskillk@cwu.edu with questions.

HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL

originally intended to make Burgstock a
multi-day event, and wanted to dedicate
a whole day to the a cappella competition,
but they didn’t get as many applicants
as they
hoped for. This part of the
competition is new to
Burgstock and was brought
to the event by a Burg staff
member, Tayler Shaindis inlin. She

volved in an a cappella group and knew it
would help bring in a different crowd to the event.
The judges for both
competitions will be members from the community
and local business owners.
Schilperoort
said
as a station, they are
growing every year,
reaching out to diverse audiences and
hope to one day
make
Burgstock
a multi-day event
and have bands come from all over Washington to compete.
“We want to get bigger bands to the
Burg and ﬁnd bigger and better ways to
give back to the community and to music
lovers,” Mitchell said.
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SOURCE to explore academia
Students and faculty show off art and science projects
SOURCE

Staff Reporter

On Thursday, May 15, Central will
be hosting The Symposium On University Research and Creative Expression
(SOURCE) from 8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. in the
SURC.
The SOURCE Committee, chaired
by Psychology Instructor Kara Gabriel, is
putting on the event featuring faculty, staff
and students.
“You’ve got these middle schoolers,
university students and staff,” Gabriel
said. “You’ve got a great chance to continue science and creative activities across
multiple generations.”
This year, SOURCE will be showcasing 350 presentations, with 604 listed authors and co-authors. All presentations are
mentored by faculty and staff at Central,
and many presentations have more than
one mentor.
The SOURCE committee will be welcoming mentors from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Yakima Valley
Community College and Paciﬁc Northwest University of Health Science. High
schools and middle schools from around
Kittitas County will also be involved.
The event will also have professionals

When: Thursday, May 15 @ 8
a.m.
Where: SURC Ballroom
from western Washington participating,
including Boeing executives and engineers, and business owners from Seattle.
Additionally, Lego League Robotic competitors will attend the event.
Courtney Lear, English and literature
graduate student, is a judge for the presentations that will be involved in this event.
Lear said SOURCE is a worthy cause to
be able to support her peers who are doing research, since she is doing research as
well.
Lear will also be presenting her masters
thesis project, called “Dystopian Cinderalls: ‘I Follow Him Into the Dark.’” The
project looks at the female protagonist
from younger adult dystopian novels.
“It bothers me that the media is portraying them as these really strong and
powerful protagonists,” Lear said. “If you
read all of [the novels] they all have love

interests when things get hard.”
search project where they measured far
Jackie Stone, early childhood educa- infrared (FIR) laser molecules. Physics setion senior, will be presenting a dance she niors Mark McKnight and Brad DeShano
choreographed for a ﬁnal project from last will be presenting their ﬁndings from the
quarter. The six-person dance, called “Do project. Additionally, senior Eric Johnson
They Make a Sound?,” aims to spread created a poster to display the discovery of
awareness about bullying.
FIR Laser admissions.
Stone also wrote a poem to coincide
This will be the ﬁrst project DeShawith the dance. As an education major, no has presented to a large group like
she has a personal connection to bullying SOURCE. He is really excited to present
awareness.
his project and
“We focus on bulsaid i will be
lying with elementary
really fun. Deschool kids, middle
You’ve got a great Shano wants
schoolers and high
give tips to
chance to continue science to
schoolers, but there still
physic majors
and creative activities across that are getting
is bullying in college
and still bullying growinvolved with
multiple generations.
ing up,” Stone said. “It
SOURCE
-Kara Gabriel
never really goes away.”
next year.
SOURCE Committee Chair
Stone is part of the
Jackson
Orchesis Dance Comwanted to repany and is mentored by
mind
physdance teacher Crystal Fullmer.
ics students that they need to present a
Physics instructor Michael Jackson is project in order to graduate. Presenting
mentoring for physics, engineering and at SOURCE is one way to complete that
technology students. He has mentored on- requirement.
and-off since he began teaching at Cen“[SOURCE is] a good outlet for stutral in 2007.
dents,” Jackson said. “If a student hasn’t
This year, Jackson will be mentoring looked into that I would really encourage
students who were involved in a 2012 re- re-them to do so.”
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BY AnniKA lYncH

Got Wine?

CWU Global Wine Studies Program

Call (509) 963-2744
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
For accomodation e-mail cds@cwu.edu
PA10520913

- or -

Google us: gws@cwu

Insured? Uninsured?
We’ve got you covered.
Providing confidential, affordable health care.
Services include: birth control, STD testing and treatment, emergency
contraception, free condoms, and family planning assistance.
Accepting new patients at our
Ellensburg Health Center:
613 N Pine St.
Ellensburg, WA 98926
1.800.230.PLAN
WWW.PPGWNI.ORG
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Regional breweries come together
Iron Horse to host Eastern Washington Brewfest
BY HoUston cArr

Eastern Washington
Brewfest

Staff Reporter

Eastern Washington Brewfest, Iron
Horse’s biggest brewfest so far, will be
hosting seven different regional and breweries this weekend.
Their last brewfest was three years ago,
and according to Jared Vallejo, marketing director of Iron Horse, the craft brew
market has grown tremendously.
“We really wanted breweries to come
that don’t have a big sales footprint. Ones
that you may have to go to speciﬁcally to
their tap house to try their beer,” Vallejo
said.
Iron Horse will be giving away compakima you think hops,” Winn said. “As a
ny T-shirts, growler jugs and pint glasses
student of beer history and knowing the
during a rafﬂe. Vallejo will also give away
importance of the area. There wasn’t any
his personal two-tap Kegarator. Brisket
breweries in Yakima at the time because
Barbecue will cater the event.
Grant’s Brewery Pub was closed down. I
In addition to the many prizes given decided to change it.”
away, there will be an array of live muUnlike most breweries, Yakima Craft
sic played throughout the event. 88.1 the Brewing doesn’t believe in signature beers.
Burg will kick off the event with a live DJ. According to Winn, he doesn’t like ﬂagBetter Day will be playing mid day for a ship labels, which is the most popular beer
relaxing atmosphere with their blue grass for a majority of beer drinkers. Flagships
sounds. To end the night, Centaur Mid- are usually decided by the market and
wife will be serenading the crowd with what area they are selling their beers in.
some funky tunes.
Icicle Brewing Company resides in
The
Brewfest
Leavenworth and
was intended for
is fairly new in the
not only entertainbeer marment but also to
Craft beer brings such craft
ket. They have
educate Ellensburg
a unique group of people. It’ll only been around
residents
about
be nice to have everyone to- for three years.
how many types of
Their name comes
beer come from
gether.
from the water
eastern and central
they use from the
-Suzanne
Vargas
Washington. SuWenatchee River,
zanne Vargas, retail
as it ﬂows from
manager of Iron
the Icicle River.
Horse, is excited to
have Ellensburg celebrate American Craft During the Leavenworth winter they are
Brew Week at their establishment. The in anything but short supply of icicles
slogan for American Craft Beer Week is around town. According to Jesse Winn,
icicle alesmen, they are all about support“Big Week, Small Breweries.”
“We are having Ellensburg accounts ing anything local.
“We are big fans of Iron Horse and
come in ﬁrst to have a little one on one
work
really well with them. We just want
time with each brewer,” Vargas said.
“Craft beer brings in such a unique group to support other breweries with people
of people. It’ll be nice to have everyone from the 509,” Winn Said.
Their ﬂagship beers are Bootjack and
together.”
Yakima Brewing Co. has existed for the seasonal beer Dark Persuasian. Dark
seven years, but they have made a name Persuasian is a German chocolate cake ale
for themselves in the beer industry. Jeff and its extremely popular in their PeruWinn, president and brewmaster, was vian hometown.
“We like keeping everything as close
born in Portland and decided to quit the
corporate life to become a Brewmaster in to home as we can. Everything in our tap
room is local,” Winn said.
Yakima.
“As a beer fan, when you think YaWild Earth Brewery started in Roslyn,

When: Friday, May 16 @ 5 p.m.
Where: Iron Horse Brewery
Cost: $20 ($25 on Friday)
Tickets are $5 less for CWU
Students

“

“

NICK TERREL/oBSERVER

TASTE TEST Since moving into a new location, Iron Horse Brewery is able to accommodate larger events and increase its supply for sale.

Wash. as a bar with just a few guest taps.
Two months ago, Dave Kilgour, owner
and brewer, decided to start serving their
ﬁrst house keg beer.
“I have kind of always had the goal to
open my own operation. We ﬁnally got everything together and opened our doors,”
Kilgour said. “It’s different than what
people would expect when getting off the
highway. It isn’t in the downtown area. We
are on the main street as you drive into
town.”
Unlike what most would think, Kilgour
isn’t bringing his signature beer to the
Brewfest but he is bringing more of his
specialty beers. Like Ponderosa Belgian
Pale Ale, Smoked English Brown and Belgian-Style Saisan Ale, these single batch
ales are only available at the brewery or in
the Roslyn area.
“I want to intrigue people to come to
the tap room,” Kilgour said. “No speciﬁc
style. Just what ﬂavors work well together.
We are really embracing the artistic sides
of brewing following the Belgian Brewing
philosophy.”
Top Frog Brewery formerly known as
Hopping Frog in Newport, Wash. started
off as a homebrew supply and then became a brewery last year. Kasey Brooks,
owner and brewer, has been brewing since
he attended college in California.
“My uncle asked me if my dad ever
taught me how to brew and I said no. So
he said ‘shame on him son,’ and taught me
how to brew,” Brooks said.

At the moment their ﬂagship beer is
their IPA, which is nameless like most of
their other beers. The IPA will be at the
Brewfest along with their Raspberry Ale,
Porter and Pilsner. Top Frog built their
brewery themselves from the ground up.
“We have beers of all spectrums. We
have lights to extremely darks. But we are
two hop heads when it comes down to it.
We love our hops,” Brooks said.
Orlison Brewing is bringing a little
something different to Brewfest. They are
a unique lager company that likes to take
ale styles and turn them into lagers. They
are also the ﬁrst eastern Washington brewery to can their beer.
“We took the can route because we
think its better for the beer. Oxygen and
light distort beer the fastest and tin doesn’t
do that. Head space in a tin is less than in a
bottle and light can’t get through the tin,”
Borland said.
Orlinson’s motto is “brew no evil.”
They will be bringing four types of beer
to brewfest to show people they brew all
types of styles, from light to heavy and everything in between.
Iron Horse ultimately hopes that the
brewfest will educate the city of Ellensburg in what craft beer is and how much
the eastern and central Washington has to
offer in the beer industry.
“There are so many great breweries but in such small cities,” Vargas said.
“We really want people to come in and try
them all.”
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CWU costuming pulls out all the stops
BY mAriA HArr

Staff Reporter

The Central Theatre Ensemble premiered “Les Misérables” last weekend,
and along with it over 1,050 costume
pieces.
The costume shop, located in McConnell Hall, has been preparing for “Les Misérables” for 14 weeks. Because of the size
and scale of “Les Mis,” the costume shop
had to begin working on pieces before the
last production, “Polaroid Stories,” was
completed.
The ﬁrst design meetings were held
during the end of fall quarter, and as soon
as they had a cast, they began taking measurements and doing ﬁttings.
“We’ve needed every minute of it, if
not more,” said Traci VonJouanne, apparel textiles and merchandising senior
and one of two assistant designers for “Les
Mis.”
The amount of costume pieces in storage at Central is nothing to scoff at, but
after pulling as much as they could from it,
the costume shop still had a vast amount
of pieces to ﬁnd and create in-house.
Jessica Pribble, a lecturer of costume
and design technology and four year veteran of Central’s costume shop, has designed for the show before and was prepared for it. The ﬁrst thing she did was
read the book to get a more ﬂeshed out
sense of the characters.
Pribble feels one of their jobs as costume designers is to help show the pass-

Central

Les Misérables is running May
15 - 17 @ 7:30 p.m. and May 18
@ 2 p.m.
ing of time within the musical. Around 10
years go by over the course of the show
and the characters costumes reﬂect that,
from changes in clothing style to changes
in physical appearance.
“It’s sort of about taking these characters through time,” Pribble said.
In particular, the silhouette of women’s
clothing changes and some characters age,
like Cosette, who starts as a six-year-old
and ends as a 16-year-old.
Pribble said the costume shop has built
about 30 percent of all the costume pieces
in the show.
Pribble’s records say they rented approximately 150 pieces from Oregon,
Texas and Colorado, built 300 pieces and
either pulled the rest out of storage or purchased them. Out of 1,050 pieces, 50 of
them are wigs.
Some characters needed multiple wigs
as well as costume changes, such as Fantine, a woman forced to work as a prostitute to care for her young daughter.
Fantine must make two costume changes
onstage and go from having very long hair
to very short hair.
For the audience it’s “very surprising to
see those changes just after she’s walked
-behind a set piece,” Pribble said.

Washington

NICK TERREL/oBSERVER

FRENCH REVOLUTIONARIES Les misérables is set between 1789 and 1832.
Extraordinary attention to detail is required to to recreate this time and place.

According to Pribble, the biggest challenge for most students was that they had
never worked on a show as big as “Les
Mis.” Students in the shop had to learn
just how important it is to keep on track
with labeling and note taking.
Ashley Baker, a costume design BFA
sophomore and the other assistant designer on “Les Mis,” was somewhat daunted
by the prospect of doing such a large and
complex musical.
“I was really excited but also really
scared at the same time,” Baker said.

University

•

The biggest challenge for Baker has
been coordination, but she feels she’s been
doing a good job at it.
Baker is mainly responsible for Javert’s
costume and the chain gang. Whenever
Joseph Sasnett, the actor playing Javert,
came to get ﬁtted, Baker got nervous it
wouldn’t ﬁt him at all. After seeing Sasnett
on stage in the costume, Baker’s worries
turned to pride.
“I’m very, very happy to see Joey onstage,” Baker said. “Like, ‘That’s my costume, and he’s rockin’ it!’”

learn.

do.

live.

Register:
May 5–June 25
Hundreds of courses offered online
and in person across Washington state.
Talk with an advisor or a representative in
your program for course offerings and
more information.

CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
For accommodation e-mail: DS@cwu.edu

Six-week session:
June 23–August 1
Nine-week session: June 23–August 22
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BASEBALL

PHoto courtesy of CJIMAGESNW.Com

CHAMPIONS The Wildcat baseball team poses just after sealing their first ever Great Northwest Athletic Conference Championship. Head Coach Desi Storey earned his
500th career win over the weekend as the team was dominant throughout the weekend.

Cats snubbed from regional tourney

Despite winning the GNAC conference tournament, the Wildcat’s season
is over after being left off of the West Regional tournament bracket
BY spencer hansen

Staff Reporter

There was an unlikely hero in the Wildcats’ first GNAC title.
Senior outfielder Joe Castro has had a
roller coaster season in 2014. He reached
a high after being named the GNAC tournament MVP.
Castro hit a three-run homer on Friday
to top Western Oregon and drew an RBIwalk and a key stolen base in the championship game on Saturday to lead the
Wildcats to their first GNAC title in school
history.
The Wildcats got off to a great start
in their first game of the tournament by
avenging a tough weekend at Saint Martin’s last weekend, upending the Saints,
2-0.
Brandon Williams took the ball and
did what he’s done all year, dominate. Last
week, Williams was named GNAC Pitcher
of the Year and showed why; he struck
out eight and walked none in a complete
game effort.
The Wildcats got on the board in the
first inning with a leadoff double from
Cory Welch with Eric Tinnell following
with an infield single that was thrown
away and allowed Welch to score. Two
batters later, Ethan Sterkel singled to drive
in Tinnell.
Head coach Desi Storey also got win
No. 500 at the helm.
In game two against Western Oregon,
the Wildcats used three pitchers to get the
win. Senior Kurtis Pitcher pitched four innings and was followed up by seniors Willie Davies and Skye Adams, who finished
the last five frames.
The Cats jumped to an early 3-1 lead
on Castro’s three-run blast, but WOU
would tie it up in the seventh on a Nathan
Etheridge RBI single. The Wildcats got
some late thunder and burned the Wolves
for three runs in the eighth and one in the
ninth.
Cory Welch came on in the ninth and

PHoto courtesy of CJIMAGESNW.Com

LAYING IT DOWN Senior outfielder Joe Castro squares up to bunt in the Wildcat’s
tournament win against Western Oregon University.

shut the door for his conference-best 11th
save and clinched a berth in the GNAC
championship series for the second time in
as many years.
Central went into Saturday only needing to win one game for their first title and
they wasted no time.
Senior Stuart Fewel got the start and
was outstanding. Fewel was economic
with his pitch-count, throwing 95 pitches
in seven innings with no walks and one
strikeout. Despite just one strikeout, Fewel pitched to contact all day and scattered
five hits and one earned run.
The Wildcats got on the board early
when Western Oregon pitcher Eric Huson

allowed two first inning walks.
Junior Kasey Bielec singled to left field
and Josh Potter tacked on the first run with
a single of his own. Bases-loaded walks by
Zach Reay and Joe Castro gave the Wildcats a 3-0 advantage.
Central kept plugging away in the second when Welch and Tinnell each singled
and put Huson in a tight spot. Sterkel
drove in a run on an RBI groundout and
Potter poked a single through the right
side to plate Sterkel and gave the Wildcats
separation at 5-0.
Central threatened in the fifth, loading
the bases with two outs. Tinnell slashed
a hit to left field to make the score 6-0,

Bielec drew a walk for an RBI, and Sterkel
capped the inning with a two-RBI single.
The Wolves got on the board in the seventh inning on a Tim Rausch single that
scored Etheridge, for their lone run, Fewel’s day would be done after seven. Welch
entered for the last two innings and closed
the door on a 9-1 GNAC title clinching
win.
“It’s a pretty good feeling, they worked
hard all year,” Storey said.
The win marks the first GNAC conference championship in school history as
Central had won a title during its years as
a National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA) member school.
The Wildcats finish the season 31-18 as
GNAC champions and no regional berth
to their name. Forty eight teams make the
national tournament which is comprised
of 8 regions, each containing six teams. If
the Wildcats would’ve been selected to the
tournament, they would have participated
in the West Regional tournament. Central
was in the running for the final spot in the
West, but the selection committee picked
Sonoma State (Calif.) for last spot. All but
one team in the West regional reside in
California.
Coach Storey also mentioned that if
that team had played better against San
Francisco State earlier in the year and
played better against Saint Martins, they
might still be playing.
The Cats graduate 14 seniors including
pitching mainstays Stuart Fewel, Skye Adams, Kurtis Pitcher, and Max Dickinson.
Although the Wildcats aren’t still playing, they have much to look forward to for
next year; the GNAC Pitcher of the Year
Brandon Williams returns, who led the
team in wins and innings pitched. Closer
and super-utility-man Cory Welch also returns who led the conference in saves (11)
and ERA, at a miniscule 0.53. He surrendered just two earned runs all season.
Welch was also part of the first-team All
GNAC as a pitcher, and second-team as
a shortstop.
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Wildcats finish season short of nationals
BY DILLOn peTersOn

Staff Reporter

A great season for the Central Washington University softball team ended at
the regional tournament. Although the
season is over, Central has a bright future
ahead for the young team.
“We drew a strong play with the bracket
and the girls were excited they worked all
year for,” head coach Mallory HoltmanFletcher said. “We were conﬁdent going
into the tournament.”
Central ended the season with a 32-20
record this season, losing in the NCAA Division II West Region sub-regional championship game to Dixie University, 8-0.
Central will be losing ﬁve seniors this
year but are conﬁdent that the underclassmen have taken everything from them and
are ready to go even further next season.
“This senior class have set a norm and
are leaving these girls with a will to win,
and now it’s normal to go to the playoffs
for the underclassmen,” Holtman-Fletcher said.
With such a strong bond between the
players, the team will take this season in
stride and things can only go up from
there. Seniors like pitcher Maria Gau believe it’s the best year so far in her time
spent here with the team.
“Having been in this program for four

years, this was deﬁnitely one of the best
years,” Gau said. “Not just with how well
we did, but the team chemistry on and off
the ﬁeld.”
Central only brought two seniors who
had been to regionals before with them
and are looking forward to the hunger in
the team now that they have been there.
“Now that they know how to play on
that stage, the freshmen, sophomores and
juniors will go back more calm, collective
and ready to go,” Holtman-Fletcher said.
With strong leadership coming from
the young players, especially the up-andcoming freshmen class, the standards were
set for freshmen classes to come.
“The underclassmen are strong all
around with a lot of people returning
ready to make a difference,” HoltmanFletcher said. “I’m excited about the talent and program building.”
The senior class is happy with their accomplishments as a team and is excited for
the future of the program.
“Our program will continue to do well
in the coming years,” Gau said. “Especially with some of the underclassmen emerging as leaders on the team.”
Central will look to build on the success
of this season and will be a team to contend with in the coming years.
The 2014 season has been a testament
of how great of a job long-time Central
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LEAD OFF Sophomore third baseman Alexa olague prepares to advance to third
base in an early season game.

assistant coach Gary Frederick has done
at Central. Frederick will be retiring this
year from Central athletics after more
than 20 years as a coach and 320 career
wins as a head coach.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION WITH
A TWEET AND THE HASHTAG
#CWUSOFTBALL
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Central narrows coaching search to three
BY Chance Weeks -Williams

Staff Reporter

After the resignation of head coach
Shawn Nelson in April, Central Washington University began a nationwide search
for its new women’s basketball coach.
The field has now been narrowed down
to three finalists.
Taylor Wagner is currently the head
coach at Colorado Mesa where he earned
coach of the year in both 2013 and 2014.
Before coaching at Colorado Mesa he had
an eight year stint at Otero Junior College
in La Junta, Colo. During that span he
amassed a 187-63 win, loss record.
In his first season as head coach at Colorado Mesa, he led the team to a school
record 31 wins, as well as winning the
Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference regular season championship and the RMAC
tournament. The Mavericks made a deep
run in the NCAA Division-II tournament,
finishing in the Elite Eight.
Wagner has familiarity with the Great

Northwest Athletic Conference, playing at
both Otero Junior College and the University of Alaska Anchorage, where he
earned his bachelor’s degree in business
management.
His coaching career started as a men’s
assistant coach at Anchorage, before making his jump to Otero Junior College.
For one season he was an assistant for
both the men’s and the women’s teams in
2003-2004. Wagner then made the jump
to head coach of the women’s basketball
team the following season.
Second candidateMonique LeBlanc is
no stranger to rebuilding programs. She
has been coaching at Merrimack College
for the past three seasons. During her time
at Merrimack, her teams had a combined
record of 34-48. In LeBlanc’s first season
as head coach, her team posted a 3.53
GPA which was ranked 12th out of all Division two women’s basketball teams.
In that same season LeBlanc’s recruiting class was ranked No. 53 on ESPN out
of both Division-I and Division-II schools.

Taylor Wagner

The next season LeBlanc’s team finished
with a record of 17-12, including a playoff
berth.
“We want to be playing our best basketball late in the season,” LeBlanc said.
LeBlanc’s coaching career started at
her Alma Mater, Bucknell, where she double majored in mathematics and economics as well as played basketball. She then
moved on to Northern Arizona University
where she received her master’s degree in
educational leadership as well as serving
as an assistant basketball coach.
Final candidateMolly Goodenbour
brings a plethora of experience including
some professional and Division-I experience. She is currently the head coach at
Cal State University Dominguez Hills,
where she has posted a record of 29-27 for
the past two seasons.
Before her job at CSUDH, Goodenbour was the head coach at UC Irvine,
Cal State University Chico and at Santa
Rosa Junior College. In her playing days,
Goodenbour was a two-time national

The Candidates
Monique LeBlanc

champion at Stanford University. After a
one year stint as an assistant coach at San
Francisco, she started playing professional
basketball in Sweden. She then played for
the Richmond Rage, Portland Power and
Sacramento Monarchs.
Goodenbour is excited about the community in Ellensburg and knows that with
the right support, a team can go far.
“This is a place where those things can
happen,” Goodenbour said.
Last year the Wildcats finished last in
the conference with a record of 7-19 overall and GNAC record of 2-14. Goodenbour knows that it is difficult to turn a
team around.
“You don’t change things in one season,” Goodenbour said.
Goodenbour also said that she plans on
putting academics as a focus too.
“The same set of skills that help you
make a free throw are the same set of skills
that can make math work,” Goodenbour
said.

Molly
Goodenbour

- 61-4 in two years at
Colorado Mesa

- 44-65 in four years at
Merrimack College

- 187-63 in eight years at
Otero Junior College

- Three-year assistant
at Northern Arizona
University

Cal State Dominguez

- Two-year assistant at
Alaska Anchorage

- Three-year assistant
at Bucknell University

- 52-11 in two years at
Chico State

- 29-27 in two years at
Hills

ATVs coming to county roads
BY COLT SWEETLAND

Assistant News Editor

Kittitas County commissioners unanimously allow street licensed all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) on county roadways under
35 mph.
Public concern about the new legislation is primarily focused on the safety of
young children. Clayton Myers, undersheriff of the Kittitas County Sheriff ’s
Office, said that only licensed drivers may
operate an ATV under the new ordinance.
“You have to be a licensed driver to
operate ATVs,” Myers said. “These ATVs
are not designed to operate on highways at
highway speeds.”
Some conservation groups have expressed concern over the impacts that
ATVs may have if operated in forested
areas.
“I understand these concerns, but
[ATVs] aren’t allowed in wilderness areas,” Myers said.
Myers said he is going to put together
an education enforcement plan, involving
the Sheriff ’s Office, local law-enforcement
and the Department of Fish and Wildlife,
so they have a consistent message and enforcement process.
“Since a lot of recreational ATV users
come from out of the county, it’s going to
be a state-wide educational campaign to
inform people on what’s allowed,” Myers
said. “We want people to understand that
this does mean that we have opened up
additional recreation areas.”
Gary Berndt, Kittitas County commissioner, asked about the legality of operating street licensed ATVs on state highways, and Myers said they are not legal on
these highways.
One issue that has not been addressed

GRaphic courtesty of Kittitas County

ROAD FREE ATVs are now allowed to be operated on the roads in Kittitas County highlighted in orange in the graphic above.

with this new ordinance is whether or not
ATVs will be able to use overpasses, such
as the one in Easton.
“If adopted, we will be addressing that
with the state patrol and the Department
of Transportation (DOT),” Myers said.
Berndt asked about possible impacts
on private land and wanted to determine
whether or not this ordinance would affect
private property.
“This law will have absolutely zero impact on private land and private property,”
Myers said.
The possible impacts on cities such as

Roslyn and Cle Elum are not yet known.
“It is our plan to address this with the
municipalities,” Myers said.
There are rules in place that address
off-road use, hydraulics violations and terrain damage, according to Myers.
“There are some enforcement issues,
but they need to be addressed through the
enforcement process,” Myers said.
Paul Jewell, Kittitas County commissioner, asked about potential impacts that
this new law would have on trespassing
and any enforcement issues regarding trespassing on private property.
“We’ve had written correspondents

from senior citizens with limited mobility who support this because it’s going to
allow them to have better access,” Myers
said.
Myers said headlight use is strongly
encouraged at all times and that it will be
required as part of the new ordinance. He
also said most of the new ATVs are designed so that headlights are always turned
on when the ATVs are running.
The commissioners agreed to meet at
the next agenda session May 20 for the final draft of the ordinance, and all enabling
documents, to finalize the ordinance.
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Big challenges await Central students

make it past barriers that they have created for themselves.
“Last weekend, I got to do the 4-hour
challenge course,” said junior English and
Spanish major Olivia Hirschey. “Looking
down from the top was a little freaky for
me, but the view from the top was amazing. Everyone in my group made it through
but was exactly how it is described, a challenge.”
Starting May 14, the Central Challenge Course will be hosting a weekly
challenge. Every Wednesday, students will
be able to go through the giant swing and
alpine tower obstacles. Students will be
able to pre-register at the OPR ofﬁce in
the SURC.
Group rates for the course start as low
as $100 for a group of six to eight people.
The bigger the group the cheaper it is per
person. Scheduling a group must pre-register through Rogers and the OPR ofﬁce.

BY DOnnie sanTOs

Staff Reporter

Central Washington University’s Challenge Course is a structure that is noticed
by most, but experienced by very few.
The large obstacle course, located on
the corner of 18th and Alder, is one of
the hidden gems on campus. The course
is a state of the art high challenge obstacle
that is designed for students, teams, businesses, companies and youth groups to
experience.
“Lots of the time we get groups that
come out to the challenge course looking for an experience that puts them into
an uncomfortable situation,” Challenge
Course manager Sarah Rogers said.
Groups are able to choose from four
packages that include games, warm-ups,
teamwork initiatives and high and low
challenge activities. Different packages
have different emphases on personal development and group building.
“Research has shown that people who
are outside of their comfort zone can learn
more effectively,” Rogers said. “People are
really uncomfortable when high in the air,
which allows them to grow through their
fears.”
The team building aspect of the challenge course pushes people to their limits.
Groups must work together so everyone
makes it through successfully.
“One thing that is really cool about the

Challenge Course
phoTo CouRTESy of CWu RECREATioN

CLIFF HANGER A Central student looks to make her way across the Challenge
Course. Students can visit the opR for more information about the course.

challenge course is being able to watch
leaders and followers work together to
make it through all the obstacles,” said.
There is no experience or physical requirement for any of the obstacles within

Make the most of your summer!
Get transferable prereqs and requirements out of
the way at North Seattle College.
• Save money – low tuition

• Save time – free up
your fall schedule
• Enjoy small classes
where the prof knows
your name

the course. The obstacles are designed to
push people mentally, instead of physically.
Making it through the course gives
groups and individuals the opportunity to

Online at: www.cwu.edu/rec/
challenge-course

Call: 509-963-3539
Visit: The OPR outside the SURC
east patio
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SAT., MAY 31
7:10 PM
Event Details

ROBINSON
CANO

Enjoy Seattle Mariners Baseball at a
discounted price for Central Washington
University alumni, faculty, staff and
students through this online offer. A
portion of the proceeds from tickets
purchased through this special offer will
go towards the CWU Northwest Center
for Sport Business. This offer includes a
FREE Mariners-CWU T-shirt that can be
picked up at the game with the purchase of
tickets through this online offer!

Pricing
• $38 Main Level Ticket
($10 of each ticket sold goes back
to the CWU Northwest Center for
Sport Business)
• Mariners.com/CWU
Password: CWU
• Deadline to Purchase:
Friday, May 30th at 5:00 p.m.

FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
1. Copy and paste the link: Mariners.com/CWU
2. Select “Buy Tickets” then enter CWU as your Special Offer Code.
3. Purchase and print your tickets instantly.
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Central
heads to
nationals
BY DILLON SAND

Staff Reporter

The Wildcat men’s and women’s track
teams both placed fifth in their respective team standings, with four event winners total after the final day of the GNAC
Championships.
The Wildcats also have four athletes
possibly heading to Nationals: Tayler Fettig in the high jump, Connie Morgan in
the 1500-meter, Dani Eggleston in the
Steeplechase and Justin Peterson in the
high jump.
One of the standouts of the Championships for the Wildcats was senior Brandon Roddewig, who won the men’s pole
vault with a personal record of 4.66 meters (15-feet, 3.5 inches).
“Brandon really stepped up and battled
through adversity to win. It’s always great
to see a senior finish his career like that,”
head coach Kevin Adkisson said.
Junior standout Tayler Fettig went into
the Championships with high expectations and reached them, winning the high
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KEEP CHUGGIN’ Senior Connie Morgan is ranked No. 19 in the country and is
looking to run away from her competition at nationals.

jump with a jump of 1.74-meters (5-feet,
8.5 inches). Fettig also finished seventh in
the 110-meter hurdles.

Sophomore Luke Plummer also had
a strong showing at the Championships
setting a personal best 14.23-meter (46-

feet, 8.25 inches) in the triple jump, which
moved him into first place in the GNAC.
Connie Morgan set a personal record
and put herself in contention for Nationals after finishing third in the 1500-meter
run with a time of 4:32:80.
“Connie had a goal time coming into
the weekend with the hopes of qualifying
[for Nationals] and did exactly what she
needed to do,” Adkisson said.
Junior Kevin Stanley also took home a
trophy this weekend winning the hammer
with a throw of 54.77-meters (179-feet,
8.5 inches).
In the 5000-meter run sophomore
Dani Eggleston set a new personal best,
finishing fifth with a time of 17:38.64.
The Wildcats also got solid contributions from sprinters Harash Prasad, Kent
Mckinney and Jordon Todd who all finished in the top eight in both the 100- and
200-meter sprints.
The trio, along with freshman Isaac
Messenger placed fourth in the 4x100meter relay and sixth in the 4x400-meter
relay.
The weekend wasn’t all glory for the
Wildcats. Junior Bernari Sternen, who
came into the weekend as one of Centrals
top athletes, re-injured himself during a
race and was forced to sit.
“’Nari’s injury was one that really hurt
the team as a whole. When a team looses
a guy like that it makes it really tough to
come back from. He’s a real difference
maker,” Adkisson said.
The next step for the Wildcats is sending their representatives to Nationals,
which is this coming weekend in Allendale, Michigan.
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